@the Sabercat Library                      Good Reads and Much More
With Sally Dooley – Teacher-Librarian

And Karen Booth – Library Assistant
How many books have you read over a life-time?  I wish I had kept track of them all.  Now, thanks to Goodreads, I can start.  Several web site services have appeared in the last few years to help you log what you’ve read and provide other Web 2.0 services to readers.  The three top contenders are Goodreads, Library Thing and Shelfari.  Each has carved out its own little niche in the online world.
Library Thing started as a way to catalogue and keep track of the books you own and quickly blossomed into the place to be for over 88,000 book lovers.  You catalogue your books and organize them with tags, then you can compare them to the libraries of other Library Thing users.  The web site also recommends books to you based on what’s in your library and what others with similar tastes have in their libraries.  The service is free for the first 200 books, after that there is a nominal fee of ten dollars.  Since I was more interested in keeping track of what I’ve read over a lifetime, I thought 200 books would be too limiting.   I don’t like to pay for anything I can get for free.
Now I have an account on Goodreads instead.  It is more about sharing what you are reading than cataloging your books, but it does that too.  Books can be placed on three shelves: read, currently reading and to-read.  This really helps me keep track of all the books I want to read without them building up in piles around me.  What I really value is the Friends function.  As I meet people and share books I sometimes find someone who reads things that I might not have considered, but really end up enjoying.  I can now keep track of their book choices by adding them as friends.  Some English classes at Sabino are using it to keep track of the books students are reading and to help students get ideas for new books to read.  A twelfth grader described it as MySpace for book lovers. One of the teachers is moderating the group.
Shelfari functions a lot like the other social networking sites for book lovers.  It has a widget though that you can embed on your web page or blog that lets others look at what’s on your book shelves.  I don’t know about you, but I can tell a lot about people from what they’ve read.  The librarian at Canyon del Oro is using it to highlight books available at her library (http://www.amphi.com/schools/cdo/library/), not a bad idea!
To get more of the community here in Tucson sharing the books they love, your local librarians have joined with KVOA, to build a blog called Read Arizona at http://www.decoratelife.net/blog/.  At this point librarians are contributing the reviews, but we want students to start contributing short reviews.  They can write up a review of any favorite book, and turn it in to their librarian, preferably in an electronic format.  It will be forwarded to the blog moderators and posted.  No personal identifiers will be used for students.

Reading is a solitary pleasure, but sharing a good book with others feels good too.

Some books I’ve enjoyed recently:

White Darkness  by Geraldine McCaughrean

Mr. Pip by Lloyd Jones

American Shaolin by Mathew Polly

