@the Sabercat Library
By Sally Dooley
You couldn’t get election results from the media giants until late afternoon on November 4th, but in real time you could read the tweets from people’s cell phones as they exited their polling places.  It was exciting.  Twitter pulled all tweets off its blogs if the keywords McCain, Palin, Obama or Biden appeared in the message. You could limit your viewing to just one candidate or get all of them and watch them in real time at Twitter.com.  Obama was the leader in the tweets all day on www.election.twitter.com.  Could it be though, that the younger Obama voters were reflected in the technology and he wasn’t really winning?  If the pictures that came with the tweets were a true to the voters, some were avatars, they were primarily twenty-somethings.  Twitter is a blog, limited to 150 characters, that is sent out over your cell phone.  If people like what you have to say, they can subscribe to your tweets.  It’s another way the digital natives are different from their digital immigrant parents; they like to be in constant communication with their peers.  
Communication with our students has been a theme this year at Sabino.  One of our efforts involves helping our students pass the AIMs tests.  Each of us chose students, who haven’t passed the AIMs, to mentor outside of class time.  For some students who were very close to their goal, this might of meant checking in with the student to see what they were doing on their own and offer assistance.  Other students needed or wanted tutoring beyond what was available in the targeted guide provided by the state.  The writing test is always a challenge on the AIMs test.  Sometimes it is because of the prompt, but frequently it has to do with a student’s organizational skills.  They start writing before they are ready.  Writing is thinking, analyzing, organizing and finally communicating.  One of the tools we recommend they use is mind mapping or webbing.  It is less linear than an outline and allows for the free flow of ideas.  Time spent on the prewriting process makes a big difference on the AIMs test for the struggling writer.
On a recent project in the library the students used the online application Bubbl.us.com to create mind maps of the great architecture and technology of Julius Caesar’s time.  It allowed students to keep track of notes, ideas and sources.  With it I could connect the technology of the time, concrete and vaults and arches, to the buildings the Romans created to promote their Republican ideals and serve their needs.  Bubbl.us is a free application, and doesn’t have a lot of bells and whistles, but provides the basics and allows for collaboration. 

As part of our award from Intel, we will receive 30 downloads of Inspiration a software program designed to encourage visual thinking and learning.  It is a sophisticated program that comes with templates, data analysis tools and lot of support materials.  In addition, the company has added a web component so that you can transfer your mind map to the Internet and continue to work on it from home.  You could almost complete an entire project on Inspiration starting with your thesis and supporting ideas, adding your notes and sources to the mind map if you wanted to keep everything in one place.  You could reorganize subtopics, ideas and text evidence you had put into your own words, and the program converts it into an outline when you are ready to write.  For those of you without access to Inspiration, you can still use Webspiration at http://mywebspiration.com/ .
There are several programs available for mind mapping.  There is an online list at http://webtools4u2use.wikispaces.com/Drawing%2C+Charting+%26+Mapping+Tools about two-thirds of the way down the wiki page.  If you have a student struggling with organizing their writing, a mind map is a great visual tool to use.  It helps them get what they know down on paper, clarify hierarchical relationships, and make connections between concepts before they write.  
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