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Questioning Authority

It used to be a fairly common bumper sticker “Question Authority”.  A reminder to the children of the 60’s to be skeptical, ask questions, don’t settle for the easy answer.  More relevant today than it ever was then, today’s consumer of information needs to learn how to question authority on the web, so they can recognize the bias in information on the Internet.  

Every web site is biased. It may be subtle but it is there.  Most web addresses are for sale except for .gov s and .edu s.  Understanding what the address or URL (Uniform Resource Locator) can tell you about the web site before you visit can save you a lot of time.  Alan November, the speaker at our Back to School meeting, has a great explanation of the meaning within a URL at http://www.novemberlearning.com/Default.aspx?tabid=159&type=art&site=178&parentid=56.  The URL ycan tell who claims the domain, what country it originates from, and whether it is a personal page.  You can take that URL to Alexa.com or to Easy Who Is http://easyshois.com to find out ownership of the domain.  Try it with the web site http://www.martinlutherking.org.  Now that’s and eye-opening experience!  Web surfers and researchers need to know who is providing the information they are using.  It all goes back to that maxim, garbage in – garbage out.

Can you tell the real from the hoaxes, the biased, the hate sites, and the satires from just plain misinformation? Try your hand at the sites listed below:

DHMO – http://www.dhmo.org
Dog Island - http://www.thedogisland.com/
Drinking During Pregnancy - http://www.aim-digest.com/gateway/pages/women/articles/preg2.htm
Institute for Historical Review – http://ihr.org
War-Torn Middle East Seeks Solace in Religion - http://www.theonion.com/content/node/51849
WTO – http://www.gatt.org
Adults have a vast background of experience they use to make judgments about web sites and information accuracy and relevancy.  Without that background, students have to rely on their technological skills and some basic rules of thumb when deciding whether information found on the web is worth using.  A great acronym to use while examining a web site is the CARB test.  Students need to examine the information to see if it is current, authoritative, accurate, and relevant and to see what the web site’s bias is.  Just as in real life we are looking for complex CARBs not empty CARBs.  

Answers to web site mysteries

Hoaxes-DHMO, Dog Island, War-Torn Middle East.  Biased/Misleading/Misinformation-WTO, Institute for Historical Review, Drinking During Pregnancy
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