School Council Minutes
Safford Magnet School K-8

Parent room 4:14 – 5:40
Minutes for Tuesday, November 14, 2011
Members Present:

Certified: Sandy Merz, Laura Osterman, Michelle Simpson, Matthew Trillo, Maria Schmidt, Ilse Billings, 
Parents: Maria Christina Montano, Betts Putnam-Hidalgo
 Classified: Pat Ponce
Students: 
Community:

Administration: Lori Conner 
Members Absent:

Certified: Cynthia Cruz, Irma Guerrero Weber, Enrique Lasansky,
Parents: 
Classified: 
Students: 
Community: 
Administration: Tari Tenace
The meeting was called to order at 4:14 PM
Call to Audience:
Cheryl Walling

· Would like to request vans to go to Sea World and Science program

· Need to use tax credit money to go.  It’s $39 a van for a TUSD and about a $1000 for Sea World, either we use tax credit money or do a fund raiser.  We would need 2-3 vans 

· It has to be done through PTO

· We would leave on May 11th Thursday night at 10 PM and do a red eye and be back on Saturday morning.

· Is there a motion?  Matt “I move to approve to use tax money $200  for science program and Sea World trip through Cheryl Walling.  Lori second the motion, all in favor aye, opposed none

IB Report Ilse Billings

· Up with People;  Our students had an opportunity to interact
· Cross cultural communication, learned the difference between culture and race.
· They will be back in March and we will do a service learning project

· We need to write policies for these areas: Language, Academic honesty, Assessment and Exceptional Education.

· We need to get more parents involved and to come to Site Council.  By the end of the school year we should have these policies in place

Saturday School

· It is where students can make up any assignments they are missing work it is not punitive.

· Parents drop students off at classroom.  They can pick students up in the same place.  Parents are invited to stay.

Dec 1st IB Showcase:

· Student work is on display 1st floor PYP, 2nd floor MYP.

· Opera – Musical Amahl and the Night Visitor.  We are not selling tickets will give tickets with a charitable donation of food or toy.
Advertising will be done with flyers.  Principals message over the phone in English and in Spanish.

Daily announcements.  We will also have Steve place it on the website.
Old Business: 
Matt made a motion to approve minutes with corrections as amended. Motion was second by Michelle.  All in favor.

Call to audience:

· Have teachers ask parents who are active in their classrooms to be a part of site Council.

· There is a ratio of parents to teachers.

· Betts, There isn’t a newsletter so how do we reach parents.

· Lori made a motion for Betts and Maria to members of site council the motion was second by Matt in a favor.
Principal’s report

· Update on meeting at Tucson Meet Yourself.  It was a great success for TUSD.

· It was a great atmosphere.  

· We handed out flyers about our IB program.

· It was a great success

As a school we are trying to get in the zone

· Asking teachers and teams to keep track of ATI for each student.

· Tutoring for 8th grade is Tuesday and Thursday and there are up to 30 or more students. 

·  6th and 7th grade are offering tutoring before and after school as well as Saturday school.

· Math class implementation may disrupt schedules.

· We have expectations for students.
· Algebra credit- do Saturday school grades 5-6 students and will cal.

· Halloween dance was a success: it was based on grades, and run by Student Council.

· Honor Roll assembly on November 18th during 1st  - 6th grade, 2nd – 7th grade  and 3rd period is 8th grade.

Elementary needs to be a part of this (we will include next time)

Betts

Last time we talked about talking to cafeteria.   Who should we contact with nutritional information.  At PTO  most of the parents stated that their child does not like to eat school lunch. 
Study Items:

Discussion points:

· Who has served their two year term?

· People who are interested in being a part of Site  Council Cynthia Cruz, Maria Schmidt and Greg Czajek
Action Items – Study Items:

· Laurie Osterman 1st grade trip to U of A and will become pen pals.

They will get involved in sports, work on writing.  May need money for bus for the trip.  A bus would cost $200
· Betts how about a city bus??  Don’t know.  We haven’t tapped into tax credit money except for maybe for the Pumpkin patch.

· Laurie the trip is in March to the U of A.  Laurie is thinking about a city bus to teach independent skills.

· Reason we can’t use city bus is there are people on a city bus and a child could possibly be sitting with a stranger.  It could be a potential problem.  It could have some legal ramifications

· We could call Sun Tran with number of adults.  There must be a policy on it.

Raising Tax money:

· Try and approve activity fee of $1 for clubs and $20 for sport fee.

· It would be under greatest need fund.

· New policy: students who don’t bring $20.  Many students pay but don’t make the team.  Collect funds and put it back in.  Then for those students who can’t pay the money is there.

· Sandy moved to use greatest need money for activity fee of $1 and sport fee of $20. Motion was second by Matt.  All in favor aye, none opposed.

· Raising Tax credit money to give to clubs:  International Club, Technology Club,.  We need to put a banner on the fence for people walking through the neighborhood.

· State of AZ doesn’t have a uniform way of paying for schools.

· Betts proposes doing a campaign.  Put a letter in with progress reports, as well as the Music Night.  We need to also place a banner on the fence to announce it.

· Who could make a banner?? It was $200 with brads.  TUSD Print shop, but not sure of price.  We could ask PTO to help fund.

· Make a push at the Night at the Opera on December 1st.  Also at the Ban and orchestra concerts.  
· We can ask a sign company to make a banner.  Also e-mail football mom.  (Sandy)

· Sam Hughs sends a letter out to everyone.  And even handout flyers to everyone in the neighborhood. 
· Sign would be 2’ x 3’ by however long with Tax Credit Donations Accepted

Lunches – Maria Schmidt
· Meet with Pam head of food services of TUSD.  (example: there are certain foods that are served to meet cultures of the school.)
· There will be a meeting from 4-4:30 to discuss health and wellness.  Anytime discussing health and wellness can earn up to $5,000 for next year.  Can get by parent education time, lesson plan time.

· How do people exercise around the world.  Start small with TUSD.
Core:
· Focusing on testing and data.

· Will do the service learning with letters through Core.

· Grades are due Friday.  

Upcoming Activities:

Story Night

Grandparents night (hit grandparents up for tax credit)

Agenda:

Election of new members

Next meeting December 6, 2011, Tuesday at 4:10 PM in the Parent Room
Motion to adjourn Made by Matt, second by Lori Conner all in favor all in favor Aye, no opposes.  Motion passes
Meeting adjourned at 5:40
