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Tucson Unified School District 

 

Principals Letter 

Dear Students and Parents: 
 
I hope you find our Sahuaro 
High School Curriculum 
Guide to be both informative 
and useful in planning your 
future academic path. Sa-
huaro High School wants to 
develop a master schedule 
that  is aligned to meet the 
student needs, interest, and 
educational goals.  This 
process is designed to en-
hance and expedite the 
student scheduling process 
and enable Sahuaro High 
School  to build a master 
schedule the will maximize 
our resources to address 
student needs and interest. 

 
Students will need to select 
their top three choices for 
elective classes.  In addition, 
required classes will be 

given preference first.   This 
is an opportunity for stu-
dents, parents and counsel-
ors to build a plan of aca-
demic success for the future.   
I encourage our students to 
challenge themselves aca-
demically and to explore 
new opportunities available 
to them when selecting 
courses.   
This Guide is designed to 
help you plan for your high 
school graduation and be-
yond.  It is very important 
that you make wise deci-
sions regarding the content 
of your schedule.  After 
reviewing the Curriculum 
Guide, you and your parents 
should carefully consider the 
direction of your studies.  
Review your short and long-
term goals, and plan your 
course schedule accord-

ingly. Our counselors are an 
integral part of this registra-
tion process. They will con-
tinue to encourage, chal-
lenge, and advise students. 
The registration process is a 
very important time because 
it allows students to plan, 
have input, and contemplate 
their academic progress in 
school.  We want our stu-
dents to take every advan-
tage of these opportunities. 
 
I wish you the best in the 
coming school year and 
hope you will continue the 
tradition of Sahuaro High 
School.  Best wishes on a 
successful ñCougarò experi-
ence. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sam Giangardella, Principal 

Mission  
The mission of the Tucson Unified 
School District, in partnership with 
parents and the greater community, 
is to assure that each pre-K through 
12th grade student receives an 
engaging, rigorous, and compre-
hensive education. 
Vision  
Tucson Unified School District is a 
professional learning community 
that ensures that every student 
learns, exceeds all expected per-
formance standards, graduates, and 
is able to compete, and to succeed 
in a global economy. 
TUSD's Strategic Priorities Are 
To Ensure That:  

Student achievement is our 

primary focus. 

Professional Learning Commu-

nities exist, and are supported 
at all levels. 

Results are available, ana-

lyzed, and used in all decision-
making. 

Collaboration, courtesy, and 

cooperation are expected from 
everyone. 

Sound strategic and financial 

planning is practiced. 
Organizational Values  
As Tucson Unified School District 
strives for excellence in planning, 
delivering educational programs, 
and decision-making processes, 
and behaviors will be guided by the 
following organizational values.  
We Value:  

Classrooms as the core of 

successful education. 

Diversity through intercultural 

proficiency. 

Each student as an individual 

who will learn. 

Teamwork among students, 

parents, colleagues, and the 
community to achieve common 
goals. 

 
Notice of Nondiscrimination  

Tucson Unified School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, age, or disability in 
admission or access to, or treatment or 
employment in its educational programs 
or activities.  Inquiries concerning Title 
VI, Title VII, Title IX, Section 504, and 
Americans With Disabilities Act may be 
referred to Special Assistant for Compli-
ance, 1010 East 10th Street, Tucson, 
Arizona 85717, (602) 882-2402, or to 
The Office for Civil Rights, U. S. Depart-
ment of Education, 1244 Speer Boule-
vard,  Denver,  Colorado  80204. 



 

 

ACADEMIC PROGRAM  

Sahuaro High School provides a com-
prehensive, challenging educational 
program that will assist students in 
meeting their goals. In addition, we 
offer extracurricular activities that will 
provide for future involvement in their 
lives. All students at Sahuaro are ex-
pected to enroll in six (6) classes each 
year.  In an effort to provide all stu-
dents with the opportunity to be pre-
pared to enter a university upon 
graduation, it is strongly encouraged 
that students plan a rigorous academic 
program, graduating with at least 24 
credits.  This curriculum would include 
4 years of English and math, and sci-
ence, 3 years of social studies, 2 years 
of the same modern language, and one 
year of fine arts or CTE classes.  These 
increased standards mirror require-
ments at our state colleges and univer-
sities that are also raising standards for 
admission.   

It is paramount that students plan their 
four-year curriculum in order to bene-
fit from what each course has to offer. 
At the end of four years here at Sa-
huaro High School, we provide an 
opportunity  for a well-rounded educa-
tion. 

The  four-year plan is designed ONLY 
to meet basic high school graduation 
requirements in Tucson Unified 
School District.  College entrance 
requirements, job skill development, 
and special interests can be included 
within the framework in the elective 
areas.  

HONORS/AP  PROGRAM  

The Accelerated Program at Sahuaro 
High School includes two types of 
courses, Advanced Placement (AP) 
and Honors classes. The Gifted and 
Talented Education (GATE) for 
Freshman English is included in the 
Accelerated Program.  Students and 
their parents who are considering 
entering the Accelerated Program at 
Sahuaro should consider their decision 
carefully.  At each level, the accelerated 
class option is a fundamentally differ-
ent course than its general counterpart.  
From the textbook (college-level in 
some cases), to the experience, to the 
expectations of student capabilities, 
accelerated courses are considerably 
more demanding.  Descriptive phrases 
are listed here to help students and 
parents make the decision whether or 
not to enter the Accelerated Program 
at Sahuaro High School. 

Accelerated Program courses in all 
disciplines have rigorous academic 

demands such as extensive reading, 
analytical writing, long-term projects, 
and/or challenging lab experiences 
as well as high expectations.  These 
courses are designed for the self-
motivated student who is an inde-
pendent learner and requires less 
teacher direction or repetition to 
master difficult material.  Most of 
these classes have prerequisites so 
please check each course description 
carefully before registration. 

Honors Program 

A typical honors student: 

Is an independent learner     

Is self-motivated 

Takes initiative in the learning 
process    

Needs little repetition for mas-
tery of concepts 

Needs little direction     

Is willing to put in the work 
necessary to succeed 

Asks perceptive questions     

Is highly curious 

Tests well      

Enjoys learning      

Is keenly observant      

Reads well above grade level 

Has well-advanced math skills 
for math and science area 
courses 

Has well-advanced skills for 
math and science area courses 

Is a critical thinker. 

Honors courses: 

Offer little or no extra credit. 

Emphasize results over effort. 

Emphasize higher order think-
ing skills such as application, 
analysis, and synthesis over 
simple comprehension. 

Students will need to meet the rigor-
ous demands of the courses and earn 
their grades. A student schedule will 
not be changed simply because his/
her grades are lower than desired 
(see schedule changes).  Additionally, 
students need to understand that 
enrollment in Accelerated Program 
courses or an Honors class is a year-
long commitment.  

Advanced Placement (AP)  

Advanced Placement courses are a 
nationally recognized curriculum.  
This curriculum is designed to be 
college level.  The amount of mate-
rial covered within a year typically 
forces much of the classroom in-

struction to be lecture style. 

In May, AP testes are offered in each 
subject where students, if they score 
well, may earn college credit.  Stu-
dents must pay for the test (about 
$84 for each test) and provide their 
own transportation to the test site.  
College credit is determined by each 
college or university and varies in the 
type and amount of credit.  Students 
should contact the colleges and uni-
versities of their choice for informa-
tion as to whether credit is given and 
if so, on the amount of credit avail-
able. 

Some recent research indicates that 
students with high PSAT, ACT, and 
SAT scores will do well on the Ad-
vanced Placement exams.  The re-
search indicates that these higher 
scores are better predictors of AP 
exam success rather than a studentõs 
GPA.. 

SUMMER SCHOOL 

Summer School is intended to supple-

ment the regular school program. The 

benefits include the continuation of 

learning, the opportunity to explore 

and to excel.  Summer School should 

be an alternative to repeating a course 

during the school year.  Registration 

information for summer school is 

available in the counselor's office by 

early March. 

Off Campus Courses 

In certain instances it may be appro-

priate for a student to take a course 

through one of TUSDõs alternative 

programs, Weekend Academy, Pima 

Community College, or an on-line 

course.  All coursework taken outside 

of Sahuaro must have prior approval 

by a studentõs counselor and the 

Assistant Principal of Curriculum for 

a student to receive credit and to be 

counted toward a diploma from Sa-

huaro approval by a studentõs coun-

selor and the Assistant Principal of 

Curriculum for a student to receive 

credit and to be counted toward a 

diploma from Sahuaro. Students are 

limited to one correspondence course 

in each subject area, with a limit of 

four outside courses during a stu-

dentõs four years in high school. 

Pima Community College 

Classes 

Sahuaro High School students have a 

unique opportunity to access the 
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Sahuaro High School students have a 
unique opportunity to access the 
services of Pima Community College.  
Students can register to attend classes 
at Pima that are offered after school.  
Students can take classes that are 
offered in the traditional classroom 
setting or through the Pima course 
web.  Sahuaro High School is assigned 
to a representative who visits our 
campus on a regular basis.  The Coor-
dinator provides one-on-one advising 
and assistance to streamline Sahuaro 
seniors  into Pima Community Col-
lege.   

THE SIX STEPS TO SUCCESS  

1.  Please see your counselor for the 

registration information. This form 

must be signed by the Assistant Prin-

cipal of Instruction. 

2.  Get Admitted- Get an application 

from your counselor or Pima College. 

3.  Get Assessed 

Assessments are just a way to find out 

what level of educational development 

you have reached so Pima can help 

your progress from there. You may 

take the assessments at the East Cam-

pus, Southeast Learning Center, or the 

Northeast Learning Center.  

4.  Attend  Advising Session 

Only seniors who have previously 

been assessed through Pima are eligi-

ble to attend the general advising 

sessions that take place in March and 

April at the high schools. Here you 

will learn how to interpret your assess-

ment score, and how to prepare to 

attend an orientation session at East 

Campus. 

 5.  Attend an Orientation Session 

Students who participate in the gen-

eral advising sessions will be invited to 

attend a New Student Orientation. 

You will meet with an advisor who 

will help you choose your classes and 

build your schedule. 

6.  Register for Classes  

Once you have completed your sched-

ule you will be able to register for 

those classes before they are open to 

the general public. This is a special 

privilege reserved for high school 

seniors who participate in the Pro-

gram.  
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TUSD Requirements for Graduation ï class of 2013, 2014 & 2015  
 
Subject Areas                           Min. Credits  
English/Language Arts     4 
 
Mathematics  
(Algebra I, II & Geometry & 4th credit of Math)  4 
 
Science   
(Biology by end of sophomore year)   3 
 
Social Studies (American Government,                        3     
American History, World History & Economics)  
   
Physical Education          1 
 
Health                           .5 
 
Fine Arts or Career & Technical Education                    1 
 
World Language                          
 
Electives             6.5 
 
Total credits                          23 

Academic Program  

 
 

College Prep Program  
Arizona State Universities  

 
 

 Subject Areas                                Min. Credits  
English/Language Arts                       4 
 
Mathematics                    4 
      
Science                     3 
    
Social Studies                                                               2 
 
Physical Education                         
 
Health                           
 
Fine Arts or Career & Technical Education   1** 
 
 
World Language                        2 
 
Electives                        
 
Total credits                                       23 or more  
 
** Arizona Board of Regents requires one credit of Fine Arts.  
Assured admission to state universities is dependent upon be-
ing ranked in the top 25% of the graduating class, with no defi-
ciencies.  
Passing the reading, writing and math AIMS tests is required for 
graduation.  

 
 

Rigorous College Prep Program  
 
 

 
Subject Areas                           Min. Credits  
English/Language Arts     4 
 
Mathematics      4-5 
 
Science        4-5 
 
Social Studies                   3     
   
Physical Education           
 
Health             
 
Fine Arts or Career & Technical Education                   1** 
 
 
World Language          4-5 
 
Electives             
 
Total credits                         23 or more  
 
** Arizona Board of Regents requires one credit of Fine Arts.  
Assured admission to state universities is dependent upon being 
ranked in the top 25% of the graduating class, with no deficien-
cies.  
Passing the reading, writing and math AIMS tests is required for 
graduation.  



 

 

 GRADUATION REQUIREMENT   

EXCEPTION  

Graduation requirements for students receiving spe-
cial education and who have IEPs will be the same as 
that for students receiving regular education with the 
following exceptions: 

One-course substitution from any required academic 
area may be considered.  The maximum number of 
course substitutions allowed is four. 

The alternative course that will serve as a substitution 
must contain comparable content material. 

Consideration for course waiver will be limited to the 
following: 

Physical Education may be waived for students re-
ceiving special education who are physically, men-
tally, or emotionally unable to complete the require-
ments. The IEP will guide the AIMS test for gradua-
tion requirements.  All exceptional education stu-
dents must take the AIMS test or the alternative 

assessment to the AIMS. 

Students who are physically, mentally, or emotion-
ally incapable of completing or benefiting from 
the course of study prescribed by the Arizona 
Board of Education and Tucson Unified School 
District will be provided an alternative course of 
study developed by the multi-disciplinary confer-
ence/individual education plan committee and will 
satisfy an individualized graduation plan.  Such 
students would receive a diploma upon comple-
tion of their individualized graduation plan. 

OTHER REQUIREMENTS  

Four full years of attendance are required; how-
ever, a student may accelerate his/her educational 
program and graduate without four (4) complete 
years with the approval of the Principal or desig-
nee.   

TRANSFER STUDENTS  

High School credits earned in other schools and 
presented by transfer students toward graduation 

at TUSD shall be evaluated for approval by the 
high school principal.  The principal may make 
exceptions to the specific graduations require-
ments provided that: The student has done satis-
factory work since the date of transfer; 

The student has been unable to meet the specific 
requirements due to conditions beyond his/her 
control; and The student would have graduated 
from the other school if he or she had not trans-
ferred. All such exceptions to the established 
graduation requirements must be reported in 
writing to the superintendent.  (See Board Policy ) 

GRADUATION EXERCISES  

In order to participate in graduation exercises a 
student must have successfully completed 
TUSDõs graduation requirements and have been 
enrolled in and successfully completed the last 
semester at the Tucson Unified School District 
high school where they are officially registered. 
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tending Sahuaro High School, the 
following scale is issued: A=4, B=3, 
C=2, D=1 and F=0. 

Advance Placement courses receive 
weighted grade point values.  
Weighted grade point values are 
possible because of higher expecta-
tions and greater rigor in the work 
requirement.  The grade point values 
for these courses are:  A=5, B=4, 
C=3, D=2 and F=0.  

VALEDICTORIAN/
SALUTATORIAN  

The valedictorian is the student who 
ranks number one in his/her graduat-
ing class.  The cumulative grade point 
average is calculated to the sixth 
decimal place.  Calculations are fig-
ured on the day of graduation and 
include all high school semester 
grades and quarter grades where 
applicable. 

The salutatorian is the student who 
ranks number two in his/her graduat-
ing class.  The cumulative grade point 
average is calculated to the sixth 
decimal place.  Calculations are fig-
ured on the day of graduation and 
include all high school semester 
grades and quarter grades where 
applicable. 

GRADES WHEN REGISTER-
ING AFTER THE 20 TH  DAY OF 
A SEMESTER 

If a student registers at Sahuaro High 
School after the 20th day of a semes-
ter and/or has not attended any 
school during the previous 20 school 
days, the student will receive a NC 

CREDIT GUIDELINES  

CLASS STANDINGS 

A studentõs class standing is deter-
mined by the total number of credits 
earned at the end of each semester.  
The class standings are as follows: 

Freshman   0 - 5 credits 

Sophomore   5.5 - 11 credits 

Junior   11.5 - 16.5 credits 

Senior   17+ until graduation with 21 
or more credits 

Credits are earned for successful 

completion of courses as follows: 

A unit of credit is granted for work 
completed in a subject that meets one 
period daily for the academic year.  

One half .5 or ı unit of credit is 
granted for work completed in a 
subject that meets one period daily 
for one semester of the academic 
year.   

Note: A credit is equal to a Carnegie 

Unit. A Carnegie Unit is defined by 

the studentõs actual time of instruc-

tion in the classroom; therefore, as 

stated in TUSD Board Policy, a stu-

dent may not earn credit if s/he has 

excessive absences!    

GRADE POINT AVERAGE  

A studentõs cumulative weighted grade 

point average (GPA) will be used to 
determine their official class ranking.  
For the purpose of determining the 
grade point average of students at-

(No Credit) report.  The student 
may have the opportunity  to earn 
credit if missed work is made up to 
the specifications of the teachers.  
Students should check with the 
counseling office for options.    

GRADES WHEN WITHDRAW-
ING FROM SCHOOL/
COURSES 

If a student withdraws from school 
to enter another school, the student 
will receive transfer grades earned at 
the date of withdrawal.  If a student 
does not attend a course during the 
last 20 days of a semester, the stu-
dent will receive the grade earned 
prior to the date of non-attendance 
minus credit for work not completed 
during the remainder of the semes-
ter. 

GRADES WHEN TRANSFER-
RING INTO SAHUARO HIGH 
SCHOOL 

The grades earned in courses from 
an accredited secondary school will 
be averaged with the grades earned 
at Sahuaro High School.  The grades 
earned in courses from a non-
accredited secondary school will be 
evaluated by the school registrarõs 
office prior to identifying grades 
accepted. 

Repeat Courses 

When a 9th - 12th grade course is 
taken a second time, in the order 
consistent with the Sahuaro High 
School course sequence listed in this 
course guide, the credit and the 
higher earned will be listed on the  

official transcript and included in 

grade point average (GPA) calcula-

tions.  The course in which the 

lower grade was earned will remain 

on the official transcript and state 

that it is a repeated (rep) but will not 

be included with GPA calculations.   

GUIDANCE AND COUNSEL-

ING SERVICES 

Sahuaro High School Counseling 

and Guidance Department recog-

nizes its responsibility to, and inter-

dependence with, the student body 

and the community it serves.  Stu-

dents are encouraged to develop self

-directed learning skills and to take 

responsibility for their actions. 

Counselors maintain a helping con-

nection with their students through 

every phase of high school, from the 

beginning of the freshman year 

through graduation.  Comprehensive 

Guidance Services provided include: 

academic planning based on college 

and career goals, assistance with the 

college and financial aid application 

process, and personal/interpersonal 

counseling.  Sahuaro High School 

Counselors follow the American 

School Counseling Model of educa-

tion. Sahuaro High School has a 

Career Center that offers informa-

tion to support students with post- 

secondary options. 

Academic Program  

ALL  students are required to take a minimum of five (5) classes in order to meet in-

structional hour requirement by Arizona Dept. of Education 


