Date: August 25, 2009

Location:  Sahuaro Library

Time 3:30 p.m.


Sahuaro Site Council Meeting   August 25, 2009      Minutes

Members

Certified Representatives:


Student Representative:
Steve Botkin
(Facilitator)


Monique Trejo

Ronald Bernee




Kelly Ziegler

Meilii Halfmann



Classified Representatives:

Sandy Novak




Sarah Genung






Paula Saldutti

Parent Representatives:

Trish Biddix

Steve Castillo




Administration Representatives:
Caroline Ganz, Secretary


Sam Giangardella

Mary Powell




Dr. Clarice Clash

Community Representative
Joyce Smith (Alt. Facilitator)
All members were present.  
Call to the Audience:
    Speakers are limited to three minutes.
Joni Pabst, Assistant Principal, supported the use of undesignated Tax Credit funds to cover coach stipends for Boys and Girls Golf and Tennis Programs which had been cut in May due to Budget constraints.  Karen Mayer, parent, spoke on behalf of the girls tennis program, Brianna Ponce, Junior at Sahuaro,  spoke on behalf of the girls golf program, Scott Snyder, Coach for Boys Golf, spoke on behalf o the Golf Program, and John Carol, Junior at Sahuaro, spoke on behalf of the Boys’ Tennis program.
Action Items:

1. Approve Minutes from the May 22nd, 2009 meeting.   

Clarice Clash moved to approve the minutes; Joyce Smith seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.
2. Vote on $ 9,800.00 undesignated tax credit money to be used for 4 coaching positions eliminated by the school council due to the budget.
Sandy Novak moved to use the undesignated tax credit money to pay coach stipends for boys and girls golf and tennis programs.  Kelly Ziegler seconded the motion, which passed 14 yea, 1 nay (Ron Bernee dissenting):

3. Vote on positions available for this year’s site council.  Facilitator, Alternate facilitator.

Sandy Novak moved to approve Melii Halfmann as Council Facilitator for 2009/10, Caroline Ganz seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

Clarice Clash moved to approve Steve Castillo as altnernate facilitator, Joyce Smith seconded the motion, which carried uanimously

Discussion Items:

1. Parent Group Update: The Sahuaro Parent Network of over 100 is now a google group (http:// groups.google.com/group/Sahuaro-Parent-Network) and has generated a list of Sahuaro needs and resources to be posted on the website and available at Open House, August 26th which includes: a detailed description of the Tax Credit Program and fund raising opportunities through Fry’s,. Bashas’, Target, Subway, and e-scrip as well as volunteer positions in critical areas such as Library. Two other resources were introduced: the search engine, goodsearch.com, which benefits the selected member organization with each web search; and  website DonorsChoose.org where teachers can post their material needs and donors country wide can view for donation opportunity.
2. Principals Report:


Enrollment:   1721 as of August 25th, 2009


Construction:  The projects are almost finished.  The new gym is complete, the old gym will be shortly.



Volunteers:  The greatest need is the Library, as Library Assistant’s position was eliminated, and without outside help, the library will be closed during lunch period and the first Monday of every month.


Class sizes:  Some classes are currently over consensus, and there are long term substitutes in several classes.


 Budget:  Budget cuts as proposed in the final May Council Meeting stand, with reductions to all budget lines, and elimination of two (overtime-custodial and clerica, and Capital-furniture and equipment).
      
            
3. Discuss positions for 2009-2010 site council.  
Steve Botkin described the role of facilitator as meeting with Sam Giangardella monthly before each meeting, preparing the agenda, chairing the meetings, and disseminating agenda and minutes to the faculty and staff. Faculty member,  Melii Halfmann offered to serve as facilitator, and par4ent representative Steve Castillo offered to serve as alternate.
4. Budget- After voting on a 16 percent budget cut and starting the year with a 
    
         14 percent reduction, what was put back into the budget?   School Monitor position was restored.
         5.         Discuss the blocking of streaming web sites that are teacher resources.  Certain sites, such as Discovery and You Tube have been blocked, and Ron Bernee is pursuing the reason and mechanism behind this.  Modification of Mojave modules to facilitate note keeping for teachers was proposed. 
         6.         Should students be allowed to drink water/have water bottles in the class 

         room?
It is a matter of health for students, particularly athletes, to have water available in class, and is a classroom management issue.  To forestall pass misuse, some teachers ask for cell phones to be surrendered before bathroom breaks.

7.    Undesignated Tax Credit of $9.800.      At the final May Council meeting the four coaching positions for boys and girls golf and tennis were cut with the idea that they could be restored from undesignated tax credit.   Ron Bernee pointed out that Fine Arts had also lost stipends, and that science department budget was greatly reduced.  Tax Credit monies may only be used for extracurricular activities and eligible clubs and general fund raising options were proposed [see Parent Group Update].
8. Student Council:  Monique Trejo listed the proposed fund raising activities for this year:  Seniors - selling polo shirts, spirit stand at games, to fund raise for Prom;  Juniors - carwash, selling sweatpants; Sophomores:  selling lanyards.  Last year some activities were cancelled after much preliminary prep on the part of council and students and they hope to forestall a repetition of that.

Caroline Ganz moved to adjourn the meeting, Kelly Ziegler seconded the motion which passed unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 3:12 p.m.

 Announcements:

The next meeting of the Sahuaro Site Council will be Tuesday, September 15th, 3:30 – 5 p.m. in the Sahuaro Library.
Minutes are available in the principal’s office and online at
http://edweb.tusd.k12.az.us/Sahuaro/SHS_SiteCouncil/SHS_SiteCouncil.htm
