Sahuaro High School Site Council Meeting Minutes

Date:  August 10, 2010


Location:  Sahuaro Library

Time 9:22 a.m.

Members
Certified Representatives:


Student Representative:
Steve Botkin, Facilitator

            Nick Parra (Absent)

Cheryl Watters



Monique Trejo

Sandy Novak






Andrew Walanski



Classified Representatives:







Sarah Genung

Parent Representatives:


Paula Saldutti

Trish Biddix



Lisa Long (Absent)



Administration Representatives:
Steve Castillo




Sam Giangardella

Mary Powell (Absent)



Dr. Clarice Clash

Community Representative:

Joyce Smith (Absent)

Call to the Audience:

No speakers

Action Items:

1. Meeting was called to order at 9:22AM

2. Sandy Novak moved to approve minutes from the May 11, 2010 meeting, and Clarice Clash seconded the motion.  Approval was unanimous. 

3. A request was made by the parent members of the site council to nominate and recognize the school employees on Site Council for the 2009/2010 school year.  Meili Halfmann read a letter from the parent group detailing the dedicated efforts by the council members and the difficult challenges they faced over the last school year.  Sam Giangardella moved to approve the recognition and Steve Botkin seconded the motion.  Approval was unanimous.   

4. Clarice Clash nominated Steve Botkin as the site council facilitator for the 2010-2011 school year, and Trish Biddix seconded the motion.  Approval was unanimous.

5. Clarice Clash nominated Sandy Novak as the site council alternate facilitator for the 2010-2011 school year, and Steve Botkin seconded the motion.  Approval was unanimous.

6. Andrew Walanski was nominated as site council meeting recorder by Sam Giangardella, and Cheryl Watters seconded the motion.  Approval was unanimous. 

7. A discussion took place regarding the use of approximately $6,000 undesignated tax credit dollars to use for stipends for Tennis and Golf, Boys and Girls (4 positions). 

Trish Biddix asked how much each individual stipend costs, and the approximate amount is around $2,000.  She also asked what would happen if there was a shortage of funds, and if that were the case they would have to be covered out of another budget area such as civic center. 

Monique Trejo inquired about other possible uses of undesignated tax credit money.  Several members replied that tax credit monies must be used for stipends, extra-curricular activities, and other activities outside of the normal school operations. 

Steve Castillo moved to approve the use of the undesignated tax credit monies for boys and girls tennis and golf stipends, and Steve Botkin seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a vote of 10-1 with Andrew Walanski voting against the motion. 

Discussion Items:

1. Trish Biddix delivered the parent group update.  The parent group sent out an email to their google group informing them of the approval of the desegregation funding and thanking them for their efforts to get this funding allocated to Sahuaro.  A discussion about current efforts to get more parents involved and to join the group took place.  Back to school night will be used to help advertise the parent group to get more involvement.

2. Principals Report: Sam Giangardella reported that Sahuaro received approximately $571,000.00 in desegregation funding.  The funding will be used to conform with the Post Unitary Status Plan (PUSP) and will cover supplemental positions and enhancement programs at Sahuaro such as: advanced placement and honors positions, the learning support coordinator, career and college readiness coordinator, and an assistant principal.  These positions will be posted when the money is received by finance. 

Members requested some specification as to what the learning support coordinator position’s role at the school would be.  The principal reported that it would be a supportive role that deals with school discipline.

The principal also reported the types of actions that would have to take place by the school staff to retain the desegregation funding.  The school will need to do things such as: increase AP enrollment, increase AP scores, helping underrepresented students, improve graduation rates, reduce dropout rates, and get more kids on grade level.

The principal also reported on the technology and bandwidth upgrades that will be taking place at Sahuaro.  He is hoping that the bandwidth improvement will take place shortly after the Labor Day Holiday.  A discussion took place regarding some of the potential things the staff will be able to do with the new technology upgrades i.e. wireless access, and increased internet access. 

3. Student Council Update: Monique Trejo reported that they had participated in a number of recent activities that had gone well: freshman orientation, introducing new clubs, the ten commandment skits, and other school spirit activities.  The student council is focused on improving connections between teachers and students and trying to improve events at the school.  Prom will take place on a Friday at Skyline this year.   

4. Steve Castillo moved to close the meeting at 10:50AM, Trish Biddix seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved.       

Announcements:

The next meeting of the Sahuaro Site Council will be 9/14/2010 at 3:30PM in the Sahuaro Library.

