EMERGENCY SITE COUNCIL MEETING

Date: March 23, 2010


Location:  Sahuaro Library

Time 3:30 p.m.

Members

Certified Representatives:


Student Representative:
Meilii Halfmann, Facilitator 


Kelly Ziegler

Steve Botkin, Alternate Facilitator

Monique Trejo

Jim Kirchberger






Sandy Novak




Classified Representatives:







Sarah Genung
Parent Representatives:


Paula Saldutti

Trish Biddix



Caroline Ganz, Secretary


Administration Representatives:
Steve Castillo




Sam Giangardella
Mary Powell 




Dr. Clarice Clash
Community Representative:

Joyce Smith

Absent:  Monique Trejo

Call to the Audience:

Speakers are limited to three minutes.

Several parents, students and members of the faculty and staff were present to listen to the discussion.
Action Items:

1. Address the 4, 6, 8 & 10% budget.
Caroline Ganz moved that Sahuaro Site Council 1) approve the proposed budget at 4% reduction as one that can be implemented without irreparable damage to the school’s ability to educate effectively, and 2) submit with the budget a position statement representing Council’s view regarding the current inequity in budget reduction demands between base funding schools and desegregation funded schools.  Joyce Smith seconded the motion, which passed with Mary Powell and Sam Giangardella abstaining.
2. Student Council Class.  

Sandy Novak moved that the budget and/or position statement stipulate that the Student Council Class will be maintained as essential to the continuation of clubs, activities and events which are an integral part of the High School experience.  Mary Powell seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.
Discussion Items:

1. Parent Group Update: Parents have been apprised of impending budget issues and the need to communicate directly with district administrators and the Governing Board regarding the current funding process and the inequities it creates for base funding schools like Sahuaro.  Contact names, emails and phone numbers have been posted to the Sahuaro Parent Network Google group.
2. Principals Report:
a. Budget Review.  Sam Giangardella presented the proposed four budgets at 4%, 6%, 8% and 10% reductions. Trish Biddix proposed Site Council accept the budget at 4% reduction as the only viable one to maintain Sahuaro at or close to its current level of excellence.  Sahuaro has been an excelling school since this rating system began (6 years) and meets the qualifications for post unitary status funds.  Council will present this budget along with a position statement detailing the inequities of the current budget process which requires all schools to reduce their maintenance and operations budgets by the same percentage regardless of other funding they may be receiving.  
b. Adjustments:  After 4% reductions there are no realistic and reasonable adjustments that can be made and still maintain an excelling High School.
3. School Choice Committee Update:  Committee is proceeding with plans for a template to determine where Sahuaro fulfills the Post Unitary Plan requirements and where we need to adjust.
Announcements:

The next meeting of the Sahuaro Site Council will be April 20, 2010, 3:30 – 5:00 p.m. in the Sahuaro High School Library. 
Minutes are available in the principal’s office and online at http://edweb.tusd.k12.az.us/Sahuaro/SHS_SiteCouncil/SHS_SiteCouncil.htm
