Date: March 9, 2010


Location:  Sahuaro Library

Time 3:30 p.m.

Members

Certified Representatives:


Student Representative:
Meilii Halfmann, Facilitator 


Kelly Ziegler

Steve Botkin, Alternate Facilitator

Monique Trejo

Jim Kirchberger






Sandy Novak




Classified Representatives:







Sarah Genung
Parent Representatives:


Paula Saldutti

Trish Biddix



Caroline Ganz, Secretary


Administration Representatives:
Steve Castillo




Sam Giangardella
Mary Powell 




Dr. Clarice Clash
Community Representative:

Joyce Smith

Absent were:  Joyce Smith, Monique Trejo, Kelly Ziegler

Call to the Audience:

Speakers are limited to three minutes.  Librarian Shelley Dillon spoke of the integral function of the library within the High School educational experience and presented an informational sheet with a partial list of 26 services that will need to be replaced if the library closes or if staffed by volunteers, ranging from access to the print collection of 35,000 items and database selection computer use, tech support, alternative classroom and testing space, comfort zone for vulnerable students during lunch, as well as Library usage statistics.
Action Items:

1. Approve Minutes from the February 9, 2010 meeting. Sandy Novak moved to approve the minutes, Sarah Genung seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.
Discussion Items:

1. Parent Group Update.  A special budget presentation for parents was given by Sam Giangardella and Trish Biddix the evening of Parent Conferences, attended by 40 – 50 parents, with the purpose of giving accurate information and relevant data about the current budget and fund allocation process as it applies to Sahuaro and two other high schools with similar enrollment.  A second presentation is tentatively scheduled for March 18th at 6 p.m. in the Sahuaro auditorium, with continuing efforts to have Dr. Macklin and/or Dr. Fagen  present to answer questions and concerns.  The Sahuaro Parent Network Google group has 55 members.
2. Principals Report
a. Budget:  The school Choice Committee is developing the following five areas where Sahuaro High School is eligible for desegregation funds according to the Post Unitary Plan:  innovative curriculum, alternative education, student retention, attendance and graduation rates, and professional development.  There were 300 students who applied for open enrollment, indicating Sahuaro is de facto a School of Choice, and has accepted 190 for the next school year.  Sahuaro can accept more if adequate resources and staff are available.

b. Proposals for Budget:  A proposed 10% budget reduction scenario will reduce assistant principal position to 1, remove two full time teachers, reduce counselors to 2, remove librarian, eliminate sub money, cut extra duty stipends from 3 to 1, eliminate loss of planning money, eliminate teaching supplies, eliminate library funds, eliminate capital general money, cut coaching stipends from 20 to 7. Programs reduced or cut will be Fine Arts (Band from 3 to 2 sections, Theater Arts from 5 to 3 sections, Orchestra from 4 to 3 sections, Choir possible cut); CTE (BMAS – 5 sections layered to 2, BMAS Publications to 1 layered section, Early Childhood cut); English (.2 FTE), Math (.4 FTE) and Science (1 FTE).  There was significant discussion regarding options available for our school in keeping the current staff we have.  
c. School Choice Application – Committee – see under 2a above, Principal’s Report, budget.
3. Student Council Update:    Postponed.
4. Cafeteria and Improving Participation:  The cafeteria is concerned that students are not eating in the cafeteria as much as formerly and is aspiring to improve business.  The cafeteria was requesting the school store be closed, but the school store is the BMAS lab where these students learn hands-on skills in retail, marketing, business, entrepreneurship and management.  The school store also provides financial support with their travels for leadership conferences and competitions at the regional, state and national levels.  Consensus is the cafeteria/school food service needs to provide the choices that students want.
Announcements:

The next meeting of the Sahuaro Site Council will be Tuesday, March 23, 2010 from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m. in the Sahuaro HS Library.

Minutes are available in the principal’s office and online at http://edweb.tusd.k12.az.us/Sahuaro/SHS_SiteCouncil/SHS_SiteCouncil.htm
