Minutes

Sahuaro High School Site Council Meeting 

Date: April 20, 2010



Location:  Sahuaro Library

Time 3:30 p.m.

Members

Certified Representatives:


Student Representative:
Meilii Halfmann, Facilitator 


Kelly Ziegler

Steve Botkin, Alternate Facilitator

Monique Trejo

Jim Kirchberger






Sandy Novak




Classified Representatives:







Sarah Genung
Parent Representatives:


Paula Saldutti

Trish Biddix



Caroline Ganz, Secretary


Administration Representatives:
Steve Castillo




Sam Giangardella
Mary Powell 




Dr. Clarice Clash
Community Representative:

Joyce Smith

Absent were:  Sam Giangardella, Dr. Clarice Clash, Monique Trejo

Meilii Halfmann, Council Facilitator, called the meeting to order at 3:32 p.m.

Call to the Audience:

Speakers are limited to three minutes.  There were no speakers.
Action Items:

1. Approve Minutes from the March 9, 2010 meeting. 
2. Approve Minutes from the March 23, 2010 (emergency) meeting.  

Sandy Novak moved that the minutes of both the March 9 and 23 meetings be approved, Mary Powell seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
3. Nomination for recognition of the School Choice Committee members.  
Meilii Halfmann read the nomination made by Trish Biddix as follows:
“I would like to propose that we recognize all members of the School Choice Committee for their dedication, fortitude, and hard work.  While too numerous to mention by name, these individuals voluntarily joined the committee on short notice to develop our School Choice plan, identify the resources needed to implement the plan, and complete the district’s required paperwork.  Committee members worked after school, on weekends, during their planning periods, and other times that required personal sacrifice to do their “fair share” in ensuring that Sahuaro receives the resources it requires to remain a safe, intellectually stimulating, appealing choice for current and future SHS students.  

Because much of this work was done behind the scenes, it is reasonable to conclude that a large percentage of the students, faculty, staff, and family members who comprise the Sahuaro High School community are not aware of the effort invested by the Committee and how those efforts will likely translate into helping SHS save classes, retain students, increase funding, ensure student safety, save jobs, and maintain the level of excellence SHS community members have come to enjoy.

I am personally grateful for the efforts of the committee members, and I believe they deserve public acknowledgment of their contributions.  I hope you will agree, and I appreciate your consideration of this nomination.”

Joyce Smith moved to recognize the School Choice Committee, Mary Powell seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

Discussion Items:

1. Parent Group Update.  Parent Group membership is currently 63.  There has been active discussion of Proposition 100 and interest in organizing support within the parent community.
a. Vacant Seats for Parent Representative on Site Council.  Interested parents may submit their candidacy by providing name, contact information and a brief introduction either to Caroline Ganz via email (caroline.greyganz@gmail.com) or in person to Paula Saldutti in the Principal’s office. Elections for this position will be held May 4th at 5:30 in the Sahuaro Library.  There are two positions available.
2. Principals Report

a. Budget Proposal for the First Choice Plan and Deseg. Desegregation Funds will be allocated by the District along guidelines of the First Choice Plan by means of which each school defines its unique focus and develops  realistic data supported strategy to continue achievement and meet/exceed goals within the First Choice Plan parameters.  Current discussion reflects additional 10.6 FTEs and program enhancements amounting to under $1,000,000 for the next three years.  At present all schools are under a 10% reduction, and larger if Proposition 100 is defeated.  Trish Biddix suggested an ongoing collaborative process be utilized to analyze need and allocation as DeSeg funds are forthcoming and M&O funds are freed.
b. Elections for Seats.  Notice regarding elections for certified and classified positions on Site Council will be issued shortly, so newly elected members may attend the final Site Council meeting in May.  Those vacating their positions due to the two year limit are Meilii Halfmann (certified), Jim Kirchberger (certified) and Paula Saldutti (classified). 
3. Student Council Update.  Plans for the Powder Puff Game are underway, with the date set for May 20th.  This fundraising event is a flag football contest of senior/ freshman girls vs sophomore/junior girls with football team members as cheerleaders. There will be an admission charge and vendors, with booths available to school clubs.  The Prom took place on April 17, Student Council raised money to enter members in the Breast Cancer Walk, and is working on Teacher Appreciation.
Joyce Smith moved to adjourn the meeting, Sara Genung seconded the motion which was unanimously approved and the meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m.

Announcements:

The next meeting of the Sahuaro Site Council will be Tuesday, May 11, 2010 at 3:30 p.m. in the Sahuaro Library.
Minutes are available in the principal’s office and online at: http://edweb.tusd.k12.az.us/Sahuaro/SHS_SiteCouncil/SHS_SiteCouncil.htm 
