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Curriculum Focus





Social Studies: We will begin our cross cultural study of China on Friday.  My friend Ke who is an international graduate student from China, will be helping us learn about her country and its culture.  Some of you may know Ke from the Language Club last year.  She will be our link to Chinese resources and people.  Ke is also be working to find us pen pals.  She says that students in China begin to learn English in third grade and would love the chance to practice with students from the U.S.





Learning Lab: We continue to explore Peace and Conflict in the Learning Lab each week.  Students are reading books and listing the conflicts they find.  We will be sorting these conflicts into different categories in order to think critically about these issues and to develop conceptual understanding.





Visual Arts: This month’s featured artist is �����������___________________.  Students will be exploring __________________________. This wonderful opportunity is made possible through Aly’s parents and the Parent Art Partnership Program sponsored by the Van Horne PTO. 


 


Reader’s Workshop:  In addition to practicing a range of reading skills and strategies, students will join literature discussion groups.  The books for these groups are all written by Roald Dahl, the author of the BFG. Book discussions support readers in thinking deeply and learning from one another.





Math Investigations:  We are currently learning about the concept of multiplication.  We are also working daily on problem solving. Students are learning to understand what a word problem is asking and to choose a strategy that will help them solve that problem.  





Writer’s Workshop: We are learning to use the 4 square method of writing to effectively organize and develop our ideas.  This method will help students become better story and essay writers.





Science:  We have just received our earth science kit.  We will be learning all about the properties of rocks.





Fitness and Nutrition: We play organized games and work on physical skills 3 days every week.  Jump rope has become a favorite activity.  It is so great for cardio and coordination.  





Technology: The keyboards haven’t arrived yet, but every day we talk about what we will do with them when they get here.  We’ll keep you posted! 











Upcoming Field Trips


We will be traveling with Mrs. Edwards’ 5th Graders to:





�





Pima Air Museum—March 5


Camp Copper Overnight Trip—April 19 & 20





Please send in permission forms as soon as possible!


Please let me know if you are willing to chaperone.


We will need drivers for Camp Cooper.





�





Globetrotter News


Mrs. Thomas’ Third Graders


February 2010





Mark Your Calendar…





February 25 - 26


Rodeo Break-No School





March 5


Pima Air Museum Field Trip





March 19


Grading Day-No School





March 23


Report Cards Home





April 1 - 5


Spring Break-No School





April 12 - 16


AIMS Testing Week





April 19


Camp Cooper Overnighter











Dear Families:


School Mergers


	Unprecedented budget cuts at the state level are requiring all Arizona districts to make very difficult decisions in order to save money.  Consequently, every school in the state is facing significant funding reductions. Schools in TUSD are being asked to prepare for cuts next year of between 4 and 10 percent. Unfortunately, this will result in the loss of personnel, programs and materials. 


	By now I’m sure you have heard that the schools in TUSD are being asked to look into the feasibility of merging with other sites in order to save money and maximize resources.  A number of very tempting incentives are being offered to school communities that choose to merge. 


	The incentives alone, however, will not guide the decision at Van Horne. I want to assure you that the staff and SITE council’s number one concern during this process will be your child’s learning. Understandably, there are very strong feelings both for and against merging Van Horne with other sites. The rumors—some true, some not so true—are beginning to spread.  If you have any questions about what a merger would mean for your child, please feel free to call or email Mrs. Flores or me directly.  


	I encourage every family in the school to attend the SITE council meetings addressing these merger issues. It is also very important to complete and return any surveys that are sent home. Parent input in this process is critical and your opinion matters greatly to both our school and to the district.


	Homework Celebration


	Students who complete and return all of their homework this quarter will be invited to a special pizza lunch sponsored by Mr. Thomas.  To give kids and families more flexibility with homework, it is now due on Monday instead of Friday.  Please be sure to check over your child’s work and sign it before the due date.  


Math Facts


	Third grade is the time for students to develop fluency in adding, subtracting and multiplying basic facts.  We have begun taking 2 minute timed tests of 25 facts each day to motivate students to practice and memorize these calculations. Math facts are best learned through practice at home.  Flash cards can be made or purchased (I have seen them at the dollar store and Walmart). If you have access to the Internet, there is a great website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.mathspert.com" ��www.mathspert.com� where kids can practice for free as guests or can become members for $35. (Members are able to chart their progress over time.)  Please set aside a few minutes each night to support your child in learning these important facts.



































Love of Reading





	Thanks to the following friends of Van Horne for sharing their favorite books with us during love of reading week:


Mr. Overstreet


Mrs. Cain


Mrs. Nichols





�


Chaperones


	


	We’d  also like to thank the following family members for coming along on our trip to Colossal Cave:


Anthony’s Mom


Maria’s Dad


Aly’s Grandma


Jon’s Mom


Ben’s Mom

















