Name__________________

English G.A.T.E. 1-2

Fallacy Meets Godzilla

False Cause  (Post hoc ergo propter hoc and Pro causa non causa)

Guilt by Association

Slippery Slope

False Analogy

You’re Another (Tu quoque)

Hypothesis Contrary to Fact

Dicto Simpliciter

Personal Attack - Circumstantial  (Argumentum ad hominem)

1.  There have been a large number of earthquakes in Japan since their government fell...and they thought the new government would make life better.

2.  The vitamin D that comes from the sun is good for people.  Therefore, everyone should try to get a very dark tan.

3.  If John is allowed to stay home today because he is ill, it is not fair that I should have to go to school just because I’m well.

4.  If Hitler had not led the Nazi Party in Germany, there would never have been a Third Reich.

5.  Penicillin is a good drug for fighting infections.  Therefore, everyone should take it when they have an infection.

6.  Every time I wear my class ring to a bar I get carded, so I’m not wearing it tonight.

7.  My baby brother can throw down his bottle and everyone runs to pick it up.  I don’t see why I should have to pick up after myself if he doesn’t.

8.   If Ben Franklin had not discovered electricity, we would still be in the dark.

9.   Every time I go to a basketball game, we lose.  I won’t go to the game tonight because I want the team to win.

10. My seven-year-old sister can’t read and neither can any of her friends.  Elementary schools just aren’t teaching kids to read any more.

11. My dad always uses a calculator in his business;  why can’t I use one for my Pre-Algebra test?

12. Being able to drive is useful.  Therefore, everyone should be allowed to drive. 

13.  I’m sorry, Joanie, but you can’t have a goldfish.  First thing you know, the house will be overrun with all kinds of pets and nobody will care for them.

14. I don’t know why my grandparents bother me to get a job.  My grandfather was unemployed during the Depression, so why should I listen to him?

15. If you hadn’t hit me with your car, we would never have met.

16. No! You can’t go out on week nights.  Next thing I know you’ll be wanting to drop out of school.

17. If John hadn’t been playing guard, we would have won the game.

18. I got a bad report card this quarter and so did my brother.  No one in my family will ever make it to college.

19. We get to check answers in the back of the book for our homework;  we should be able to do the same for the test.

20. I don’t care how good he is supposed to be.  I won’t have my hair done by anyone who is gay.

21. Imagine  the nerve of Mrs. Jones, hinting I should diet when she is such a tub.

22. If Elvis Presley had not been born, the world would never have had rock and roll.

23. If we don’t embrace solar power now, we’ll all be totally without energy by 2010.

24. Who are the Americans to try to bring peace in the former Yugoslavia when they were involved in that destructive war in Southeast Asia?

25. I don’t know why Betty Ford was so admired.  She was just another housewife with a drinking problem.

