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Revenge of the Fallacies

Fallacies of Ambiguity

1. Each manufacturer is perfectly free to set his own price on the product he produces, so there can be nothing wrong with all manufacturers getting together to fix the prices of the articles made by all of them.

2. American buffalo are practically extinct.  This animal is an American buffalo, so it must be practically extinct.

3. WHITE:  I do not see any good reasons for making the trip.  So I have given up my intention of going.

      BLACK:  Aha!  You admit there are good reasons for making the trip -- those are your very words!  I am glad to hear of your "intention of going."

4. Improbable events happen almost every day, but what happens almost every day is a very probable event.  Therefore, improbable events are very probable events.

5. Good steaks are rare these days, so you shouldn't order yours well-done.

6. And to judge still better of the minute perception which we cannot distinguish in the crowd, I am wont to make use of the example of the roar or noise of the sea which strikes one when on its shore.  To understand this noise as it is made, it would be necessary to hear the parts which compose this whole, i.e.., the noise of each wave, although each of these little noises . . . would not be noticed if the wave which makes it were alone.  For it must be that we are affected a little by the motion of this wave, and that we have some perception of each one of these noises, small as they are; otherwise we would not have that of a hundred thousand waves, since a hundred thousand nothings cannot make something.
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7. The army is notoriously inefficient, so we cannot expect Major Smith to do an efficient job.

8. Each of these sweaters is on sale at 50 per cent off.  If I buy two of them, that will be 100 per cent off, so I'll really be getting them for nothing.

9. Cooks have been preparing food for generations, so our cook must be a real expert.

10. Everyone said that the soup had a very distinctive taste, so they must all have found it very tasty.

11. Since all men are mortal, the human race must some day come to an end.

12. It is our duty to do what is right.  We have the right to disregard good advice.  Hence it is our duty to disregard good advice.

13. America is the wealthiest nation in the history of the world, so it is absurd to say that poverty is a problem for America.

