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Son of Fallacy

The following passages all contain fallacious reasoning. Identify the fallacy used in each from the list below.

Personal attack (Argumentum ad hominem)


-- abusive


--  circumstantial

False analogy

Dicto simpliciter

Guilt by association

Hypothesis contrary to fact

Appeal to pity (Argumentum ad misericordiam)

Hasty generalization

False cause (Post hoc ergo propter hoc and Pro causa non causa)

1. Sugar is good because it provides quick energy; therefore, everyone should eat sugar.

2. I’m not going to shop at Tucson Mall because every time I do I lock me keys in the car.

3. My dad gets paid for going to work so I should get paid for going to school.

4. If Jonas Salk had not found the cure for polio, there would be no cure for it today.

5. It shouldn’t matter that I didn’t file my income tax return this year. I had to spend six months in jail, I had a cold in April and my furniture was repossessed.

6. What do you man you’re a pacifist? If I started kicking your baby brother in the stomach I bet you’d fight!

7. Students should be able to smoke in class. After all, policemen are allowed to smoke on duty.

8. In New Hebrides in the South Pacific, the natives observe that practically all healthy people have lice, while sick people do not. Therefore, lice must cause good health.

9. “ That was a fine speech the Senator made.”

“I didn’t think much of it; they say he never went beyond grade school.”

10. This compulsory automobile insurance is a boondoggle. It didn’t work in Massachusetts and it’ll never work anywhere.

11. Senator Richardson was photographed with Aidid.  I wonder if he knows whose side he’s really on.

12. If Thomas Edison hadn’t invented the light bulb we would still be in the dark.

13. That girl my ex-boyfriend is going with is a real loser. Even though I haven’t meet her, I know she must be awful.

14. There must be a million cats in that lady’s back yard! Why, I saw a dozen of them just on the front porch.

