                                                       The Fallacyville Horror

Fallacies of Relevance and Ambiguity

All of the following arguments are fallacious.  Match the passages with the fallacies in the list below:

False Cause

Petitio Principii (begging the question)

Accent

Equivocation

Argumentum ad hominem (personal attack) circumstantial

Argumentum ad verecundiam (appeal to authority)

Hasty generalization

1. Sheila is a terrible liar.  I know that because she tells lies all the time.

2. What can you expect from candidate Gomez?  Her political cronies are from the ultraliberal wing of the party.  She’s been self-employed all her life and doesn’t know how to work within an organization.  Furthermore, how can you trust the mother of a ten-year-old child who doesn’t want to stay at home and be good parent?

3. The law requiring students to attend school until the ninth grade is unjust, because it keeps students in school who do not want to be there.  I think the law should be changed because it’s unfair to students who want to drop out of school and who can’t do it legally.

4. Smiley Sullivan, the great baseball player, says Gummo is terrific!  He brushes his teeth with Gummo everyday.  Be like Smiley.  Use Gummo every day.

5. I walked to the theater last Saturday in the snow without my winter coat and gloves.  That’s why I have the flu now.

6. John was accused of not paying attention to the coach during practice.  John said to the coach, “What did I do?  You’re always picking on me!”

7. Parent: “You can have the car occasionally when you’re sixteen and get your license.”

Teenager:  “Hey, Bob, my dad says I can have a car.”

8. Rosa used to get straight A’s in English, but since she started playing soccer after school everyday, she barely makes a C.  If she quit soccer, her grades would surely go up.

9. Yesterday I saw a man throw a milk carton out of his window, and today my neighbor burned trash outdoors.  Everybody is polluting the environment.  Soon we will all have to wear masks to filter the air we breathe.

10. My cousin Nancy is a student at Meadow Hills High School (almost 1,500 students).  Nancy tells me that none of these students can write well.

