Study Questions for Edith Hamilton’s Mythology, pp. 24-40.

These questions cover the same information as the test on this material. You do not have to write out or turn in the answers, but you may if that is helpful to you. Please discuss any answers you are unsure about in class.
1. Are the Titans gods?

2. What is the relationship between Cronus and Zeus?

3. Why is Ocean, or Oceanus, important?

4. Where do the Olympian gods live?

5. What are the domains of Zeus, and his brothers Hades and Poseidon?

6. How powerful is Zeus?

7. What is the aegis?
8. In the Iliad, Hera says that she is going to visit Ocean and Tethys?  What is her relationship to them?

9. Hera is the goddess concerned with which group?  How is this related to the concerns of her daughter, Eileithyia?

10. How is Poseidon connected to horses?

11. Over which phenomena does Poseidon have power?

12. Is Hades evil?  Why does he rarely leave his realm?

13. What is Hades relationship with death?

14. How is Athena is unlike Hestia, Hera, and Eileithyia?

15. How was Athena born?

16. Why was Apollo’s shrine at Delphi important in Greek life?  
17. Is Apollo or Helios the Sun-god?

18. How is Artemis different from Apollo?

19. How is Artemis said to have caused sudden death?

20. How was Aphrodite born?

21.  Aphrodite is more accurately called the goddess of sexual passion than the goddess of love.  What is the difference?

22. Hermes is known as the god of exchanges and boundaries.  What examples does Hamilton give illustrate these qualities?

23. Zeus and Hera do not get along very well.  Why is it appropriate that their son is Ares?

24. Who are Eris and Enyo, and how are they related to Ares?

25. What are the birds of  Zeus, Hera and Ares?

26. If Hera bore Hephaestus alone (without Zeus), how does her son illustrate that she is less powerful than Zeus, who gave birth to Athena (without Hera)?
27. How was Hephaestus important in the life of Athens?

28. Hestia, the sister of Zeus, is the goddess of the hearth.  Why is this a goddess’ domain?

29. Identify the following:

· Hebe

· Iris

· The Graces

· The Muses: Clio________, Urania________, Melpomene________, Terpsichore________, Calliope________, Erato________, Phylymnia________, Euterpe________.Why were the Muses important?
· Pontus

· Nereus

· Triton

· Proteus

· Naiads

· Persephone and Demeter
· Tantalus

· Erebus

· Acheron, Cocytus, Styx and Lethe

· Charon

· Cerberus

· Minos, Rhadamanthus and Aeacus

· The Erinyes (Furies), Tisiphone, Megaera, and Alecto

· Sleep and his brother Death

· Dream

