Vocabulary for Oedipus the King

adamant

unyielding
anagnorisis*

moment of recognition or revelation

anarchist
a person who seeks to overturn by violence all constituted forms and institutions of society and government
annul


to make void or null; abolish; cancel; invalidate
antagonist*

the adversary of the hero or protagonist
antistrophe*
part of an ancient Greek choral ode answering a previous strophe, sung by the chorus when returning from left to right
at loggerheads with
engaged in a disagreement or dispute; quarreling
augury, auguries
omen
bairn


child
brazen 


brassy, insolent

brigand

bandit
buffet (verb)

to strike against or push repeatedly
Cadmus, Cadmean
a Phoenician prince who founded the city of Thebes. Cadmean: like Cadmus

calumny

slander
caparisoned

Richly ornamented clothing; finery
catastrophe*

any misfortune, mishap, or failure
catharsis*
the purging of the emotions or relieving of emotional tensions; pity and fear
chide


scold
complicity
the state of being an accomplice; partnership or involvement in wrongdoing

compunction

contrition; remorse


covet
to desire wrongfully, inordinately, or without due regard for the rights of others
decimate

to kill 10%, to destroy a great proportion of something

didactic

intended to instruct

dirge


song of grief and mourning
distraught

deeply agitated; mentally deranged
dower, dowry
the portion of a deceased husband's real property allowed to his widow for her lifetime
dramatic irony*
inherent in speeches or a situation of a drama and is understood by the audience but not grasped by the characters in the play
edict


authoritative proclamation or command
effulgent

shining forth brilliantly; radiant

elegy, elegaic

funeral poem or song of respect to the dead

enigma


a puzzling or inexplicable occurrence or situation
ephemeral

short-lived
epic


heroic; majestic; impressively great
exile


banished from their native land
fiend


cruel or wicked person
filch


to steal; pilfer
filial


pertaining to a family member; relating to a family obligation

flagging, unflagging    getting tired; untiring
flout


to treat with scorn; disdain; contempt
hamartia*

tragic flaw
homage

respect paid to someone or something

hubris*

excessive pride, arrogance

iamb*
a metrical foot in poetry, consisting of one unstressed syllable & one stressed syllable

impious, impiety
lacking respect; lacking reverence for God
incarnadine

blood-red; crimson.
indict


to charge with an offense or crime; accuse of wrongdoing
insensate

without human feeling or sensitivity; cold; cruel; brutal.
labyrinth

a maze; any confusingly intricate state of things
lackey


a servile follower; toady.
lament, lamentation
to feel or express sorrow or regret; mourning
libation

pouring out of wine or other liquid in honor of a deity
lyric*


having the form and musical quality of a song
maenad
a woman member of the orgiastic cult of Dionysus: a frenzied woman.
malevolent
wishing evil or harm to another or others; showing ill will; ill-disposed; malicious

mandate
an order or decree
mantic


having the power of divination
mum


silent
myrmidon

unquestioning follower
omnipotent

all-powerful
paean


any song of praise, joy, or triumph.
pantheon 

the gods of a particular mythology considered collectively
parley
an informal conference between enemies under a truce; a discussion or conference.
perdition

a state of final spiritual ruin; loss of the soul; damnation
perjury


the willful giving of false testimony under oath or affirmation
peripeteia*

The sudden reversal of fortune from good to bad in a tragedy.
pervasive

to become spread throughout all parts of:

pillage


to strip ruthlessly of money or goods by open violence, as in war
pious
having or showing a dutiful spirit of reverence for God or an earnest wish to fulfill religious obligations
progeny

offspring
promulgate

to set forth or teach publicly
	protagonist


	the leading character, hero, or heroine of a drama or other literary work


provident

having or showing foresight; providing carefully for the future.
realm


a royal domain; kingdom:
reprobate

a depraved, unprincipled, or wicked person
resolute

firmly resolved or determined;
sacrament

something regarded as possessing a sacred character
satyr

a woodland deity, an attendant of Dionysus, represented as part human, part goat and noted for riotousness and lasciviousness
sever 


to separate (a part) from the whole
sovereign 

a monarch; a king, queen, or other supreme ruler
stichomythy*
dialogue consisting of short, terse sentences exchanged between two characters
strophe*
the part of an ancient Greek choral ode sung by the chorus when moving from right to left
succor


help; relief; aid; assistance
taunt


an insulting gibe or sarcasm; scornful reproach or challenge
trifle 
a matter, affair, or circumstance of trivial importance or significance
trochee, trochaic*
A metrical foot consisting of a stressed syllable followed by an unstressed syllable, as in season,
trollop


an immoral or promiscuous woman
ubiquitous

existing or being everywhere, esp. at the same time

unsavory

unpleasant in taste or smell; distasteful
unscathed

unharmed; uninjured
vault
an arched structure, usually made of stones, concrete or bricks, forming a ceiling or roof over a hall, room, sewer, or other wholly or partially enclosed construction
volatile


changeable; mercurial; flighty
xanthic


yellow

*= literary term associated with tragedy or poetry

