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Active reading is a technique which will help you succeed in any class you take in high school, in college or in any circumstance which requires that you absorb, analyze, respond and apply information for a given task.  Employing active reading means that you read a piece of writing thoroughly to acquaint yourself with 1) the subject,  2) the author's purpose for writing about it, and  3) the author's method(s) of presentation.


Active reading means that the reader interacts directly with the work to discover its meaning, the author's intentions, and the reader's own responses to what has been written.


One of the best ways to "actively read" is to make notes as you read, either on a separate sheet of paper, or, if you own the book, on the pages of the book itself.


This notetaking may involve some or all the following actions: 


1.  Underlining or bracketing passages that seem especially important to the author's purpose or that you find particularly effective


2.  Circling words you don't understand so that you can look them up as you read or when you finish reading


3.  Putting question marks in the margins next to unclear passages


4.  Jotting down associations that occur to you, such as examples from your own experience

5. Noting disagreements you may have with the author's assumptions or arguments

Active reading is simply a part of the Dialectic (Learning) Log process.  The primary goal of the Learning Log process is to encourage analysis and critical thinking skills.  The major forms of the Learning Log that we will use in this class during the course of the year will be 

1. The traditional dialectic log format


2. The Venn diagram for comparative analysis

3.  The SOAPS format

4. A character analysis form entitled “Getting to Know You”

These methods are by no means the only Learning Log/Graphic Organizer formats; they are simply ones that lend themselves to literary analysis activities we will engage in during this class.
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