
Topic-Restriction-Illustration Frame


T-R-I stands for topic, restriction, and illustration.  This pattern in commonly found in expository material.  The T-R-I frame contains the following elements.

Topic (T) – general statement about the topic to be discussed

Restriction (R) – limits the information in some way

Illustrations (I) – exemplifies the topic or restriction


Frame Questions





T – What is the general statement or topic?


R – What information narrows or restricts the general statement or topic?


I – What examples illustrate the topic or restriction?


(Continue with R – I as needed.)








