Tucson High Magnet School

Homework Policy 
Homework is the time students spend outside the classroom in assigned activities for preparation, reinforcement, extension and practice of newly acquired skills and knowledge, and to learn necessary skills for independent study.  
Its value or purpose is to:

· Increase retention of factual information

· Increase understanding and encouragement of critical thinking

· Reinforce self-discipline

· Improve organizational and study skills

· Encourage independent work

There are 4 types of homework:  PREP
 P = Preparatory
       R = Reinforcement
     
E = Extension
   
P = Practice

P = Preparatory Homework – provides opportunities for students to gain background information so that they are better prepared for future lessons.  Some examples include background reading and collecting items/data.  These assignments are short-term. 

R = Reinforcement – provides students with the opportunity to revisit challenging material and gain further understanding of concepts and skills.  Some examples are studying for cumulative tests and document- based questions (essay). 

E = Extension – encourages individualized and creative learning by promoting student initiative and application of newly acquired skills.  Some examples include book reports, research papers and class projects.  These assignments are usually long-term.  Students are given windows of time for completion with teacher guidance and checkpoints. 

P = Practice – provides students with the opportunities to review and rehearse recently learned skills.  Some examples include: skill building exercises (spelling words, math facts/problems, musical instrument), reading selected text, and vocabulary/grammar.  These assignments are usually short-term, in limited amounts, and should not include any new concepts.

Parent Responsibilities

Parents’ are asked to:
· Ensure your child does his/her own work

· Provide a regular, uninterrupted study time and place

· Monitor homework completion and submission

· Promote regular use of conference time

· Contact teachers to stay well informed about the student’s learning process
Teacher Responsibilities

Teachers’ are expected to:
· Clearly communicate the task to be completed, the assignment, the due date and the evaluation criteria

· Check for student understanding of the assignment

· Review, acknowledge and return homework in a timely manner

· Design homework assignments to be completed independently and in a reasonable amount of time

· Assign homework that is meaningful, falling into one of the four PREP groups
· Monitor student homework completion and timeliness

· Assign conference consistently for students who do not complete their homework

Approximately 6 to 8 hours of homework a week is appropriate for each high school student recognizing that some classes might require them to spend more or less time on homework than is typical.  For advanced classes, such as Advanced Placement (AP), Honors and GATE, students should expect an increased amount of homework (approximately 5-7 hours a week).  

	DEPARTMENT 


	BASIC DEPARTMENT GUIDELINES 

	Career and Technical Education


	1 hour a week (Project related)

	English 
	1.5 hours a week

	Visual and Performing Arts
	1 hour a week (Visual) 

30 minutes - 3 times a week (Performing)

	Foreign Language 
	30 minutes - 3 times a week

	Mathematics
	1 hour three times a week

	Science 


	30 minutes – 2-4 hours a week

	Social Studies 
	1 hour a week

	Physical Education
	15 – 30 minutes a week


Student Responsibilities
Students are expected to:  
· Be responsible for knowing what their homework is, how to do it and when it is due
· Complete their homework assignments with integrity 

· Complete homework assignments themselves; know the consequences for cheating 

· Use resources ethically
· Use a planner or other organizational device to keep track of assignments and due dates

· Create or find a designated time and place to do homework (school tutoring centers, library, home, etc.)
· Use scheduled conference time to complete unfinished homework assignments or make an appointment with their teachers for additional support 
Homework Tips and Guidelines

· When you feel overwhelmed, prioritize and get organized

· Break assignments into small, achievable parts

· Begin assignments well before due dates

· Minimize distractions (electronic, social or otherwise).  Multitasking is not an effective way to learn.  

· Set a timer and when it goes off, summarize what you have done and take a short break

