
Academic Writing 


A style where you use a mixture of concrete details (evidence) and commentary (inference) to prove yourself.  


Can be used in short answer paragraphs or in body paragraphs of essays.





Topic Sentence – First sentence in your paragraph.  It states the topic you’ll be discussing or the point you’ll argue in that paragraph.  


Concrete Details- Where you proved the facts that help prove what you said in your topic sentence.  This evidence comes from whatever you’re studying.  The “WHAT”.  The “PROOF”.


Commentary – This is where you connect your concrete details to your topic sentence.  You’re explaining what your evidence means and how it proves your argument.  The “SO WHAT”.


Your concrete details may come before your commentary, the commentary can come before the concrete details, or they can be all mixed together.


Conclusion – Wraps up the paragraph by reviewing the main points.  























BASIC ESSAY STRUCTURE


INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH (tell them what you’re going to say):


-Attention getter – something really interesting, related to your topic, that gets the reader’s attention.


-Background – tell the reader any information about your topic they’ll need to understand your essay.


-Thesis statement – The most important part of your essay.  This is where you tell the reader exactly what your essay will be arguing or discussing.  Then, the rest of the essay proves the thesis.





BODY PARAGRAPHS (say it):


- You should have at least 3.  Each body paragraph has a topic sentence that supports the thesis.  Everything else in the body paragraph supports the topic sentence.  In other words, each body paragraph is academic writing.  You’ll need a mix of concrete details and commentary to support the topic sentence.  When you start writing about a new topic you need a new topic sentence.





CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH (tell them what you said):


-Review the thesis and the main arguments that supported it.  However, do so in a little different way.




















