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Strategies for Answering Essay/Short Answer Questions


�





Analyze:  break the idea or concept into parts in order to determine any relationships											


Compare: look for similarities 





Contrast: look for differences





Define:  explain what something means





Discuss:  make observations using facts, reasoning, and argument to present information in some detail





Explain:  make it understandable: give reasons 





Show: clearly state and support the position or idea























THINGS TO THINK ABOUT!!


�





Step 1:  Read the entire question carefully through first.





Step 2:  Make a brief outline.  Include all main ideas you want to cover.





Step 3:  Write your thesis statement.  A thesis statement states the topic of the essay/short answer and the main ideas.





Step 4:  Write one paragraph about each main idea.  Each main-idea paragraph should include a topic sentence and supporting details.  Use examples, descriptions, or discussion to elaborate on the supporting details.





Step 5:  Make sure your answer has a strong introduction and a strong conclusion.  Each should be  fully developed.





Step 6: Read your answer and correct errors in spelling, grammar, and punctuation.




















