
PRIMARY SOURCES


(first-person accounts)


Printed Publications:  


autobiographies, newspapers, magazines, documents, public records, etc.





Songs and Poems:  


works that express personal thoughts and feelings, or political or religious beliefs of the writer, often using rhyming and rhythmic language





Visual Materials:  


photographs, original paintings, drawings, sculptures, film, maps etc.





Oral History:  


spoken memories and personal observations through recorded interviews





Personal Records:  


accounts of events kept by an individual who is a participant or  witness to an event  (diaries, journals, letters, etc.)





Artifacts: 


objects that present information about a person, place or thing








	














SECONDARY SOURCES


(secondhand accounts)





Textbooks					Biographies					Histories


THINGS TO THINK ABOUT!!


Analyze sources to figure out if they are reliable or dependable





Consider how long after the event occurred the primary source was written





Consider the writer’s background and reliability





Decide if the account has been influenced by emotion, opinion, or exaggeration





You may want to compare different accounts of the same event





Examine the origins of the document to determine if it is a primary source





Re-read your sources carefully-difficult ideas are not always easily understood





Summarize the main idea in your own words





Use a variety of resources





























	

















